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Man’s Quest
For Son, 3,
Ends In N.C.

By David Sinclair
Coamrupusdent

SOUTHERN PINES — Frank
Kools was reuniled with his 34-
year-old son Wednesday after more
than a year of separation ¥

Mr. Kools, of Bethel, Ohin, said
it had been 588 days since his som,
Jacoh, was abducted by his maoth-
¢r, Sharon Behn

Ms. Behn, 29, is in the Moore
County jail, charged with abduct-
ing Jacob in April 1991. She will
have an extradition hearing w:!m:n
two days. Moore County sherills
deputies were led to Ms. Behn's
apartment at 375 Bethesda Road
by members of the American Asso-
ciation of Lost Children Inc., a noa-
profit group in Houston. Reparters
were notified by
Mark Miller,
president of the
group, and were
present at Lhe
arrest.

Mr. Miller
handed Mr.
Kools hiz son.
The child ap-
pearcd stunned,
but seemed o
warm up to his
father after Mr.
Kools showed him pictures of them
together. He also repeatedly as-
sured Jacob that he was his father
and loved him.

“I'm happy.” Mr. Hools, 42,
said, “I'm glad to see him and'!‘m
very glad we're back together.

As Ms. Behn was Laken away by
deputies, she lold reporters that
Mr. Kools had threatened ber lile
repeatedly and that be had threat-
ened to take their son with him.

“It was either him or me,” she
sald.

Mr. Kools denied making any
threats. He said be and Ms. Behn,
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custody of Jacob.

He sald he then sought full cus-
tedy and that was when Ms. Behn
disappearced with Jaceh,

He said the last time be had
seen Jacob before Wednesday was
79 days after the child and Ms.
Behn disappeared. Mr, Kools said
ke found out that they were living
about 10 miles from Bethel.

He said ke called police and
went to the home, where he found
Ms. Behn, Jacob and about a dozen
motoreycliste. He said Ms. Behn
and the child left In a van before
police arrived.

, He said investigators believe
Ms. Behn fled to Georgia, where
she lived for several months with &
sister. When and why she came to
Southern Pines was unclear.

Mr. Miller zaid she was belleved
fto have been in Southern Fines for
about & year. He said she was us-
ing the name Sharon Daniels and
apparently was earning a living by
taking care of several children,

When deputies arrived, there
were two other children besides
Jacob at the home. One was a child
whom Ms Behn was apparently
caring for. That child’s mother ar-
rived and took the child away.

The ofber was a 1%-year-old
boy whe, according to Mr. Kools, is
Ms. Beho's 2on by a man who lives
in Indiana. Ms, Behn called a man
who arrived and took that child
AWy,

“1 wished she hadn’t done this
for the child’s sake,” Mr. Kools
sald. “The child is damaged by all
of this."

Mr. Miller, his wile, Carmen,
two other members of the group,
and Mr. Kools arrived in Southern
Pines on Tuesday. Mr. Miller said

be and his wife went to Ms. Behn's
boeme and pretended to be interest-
ed in baying some real estate near-
by. That was when they deter-
mined that Ms Behn and Jacob
were living there, Mr. Miller said.

On Wednesday, they took an
Ohio warrant for Ms. Behn's arrest
to the Moore Coanty Sheriff's De-
partment. ¥

“This is all worth it,” Mr. Miller
said. *You really can't describe the
fenling.”

He said his is a Christian group

American Association For Lost Children
539 Fred Rogers Dr.
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that relies on donations and
prayers. He said the group has
found &5 missing children in its
five years.

“This is a beautiful organiza-
tion,” Mr. Kools said “They pet
the job done’

Mr. Kools, who works as a roof-
er, said he and Jacoh would return
to Dhio today

“1 feel sad for him becamse o
the trauma he ha: been through™
Mr. Eools said. ~1 thank God I've
got him back.”
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his common-law wife, had lived to-
gether for four years when they
separated and were given joint
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