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Mystery finally unraveled

T

Watson knew who took Melissa, but didn’t know where she was

By SONJA GARZA
Tha Dy News

HOUSTON — On .lu'ﬂ 13, lﬂ,
Becky Watson dressed ber

year-old daughter, beft Mrtﬂha
baby sitter and went to work.

When Watson returned to the
sitter’s Galvesion honte that af-
ternoon, Melissa Rose Androsak
was missing

And althoisgh Watson had an

dea who her daughter's abduc-

for was, she didn't “have any

clue” where ke had taken her.
Melissa’s whereabouts would

amdl the baby sitter went lo gel a
drink. When she came back,
(Melissa) was gone,” said Eliza-
beth Whittinglon, president of
the American Associalion for
Last Children.

Androsuk, her.

Walson was awarded cusiedy of

the child after the couple’s di-
remarried.

the Galvesion Police Dern—
vl and soughl assastance from
thir Galveston Cownty District At

peived bn 3
=i Edwards live-in) girliriend
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calbed mee and put Melissa on the
phose.” Walson aald, During the
phome conversation, Melissa tokd
me *l miss you, Mommy. [ think
shout you every day, but they
won'l kel me come homse,’ ™ Wat-
son sxid, addieg that Melisza had
todd ber teacher and frieeds that
“Daddy took me,” bul they re-
Fused 1o belbeve her.

11 wasn't until the Depariment
of Public Safety suggesbed Wal-
son contact the American Associ-
atsom for Lost Children that Walt
son's bope was fesloned

During the past twa years, the
asanciation has been emidited
with recoveriny
wha, like Melissa, had been ab-

gust. Throagh o threeweek in-
vesligation, Whittingten and as-
sociation founder Mark Miller
discovered Melissa was “'some-
whetre bn Michigan.™”

#l!lur and \'-'m1t|ng::‘n boalked
& Might to Deiroil at the expense
of Ezﬂiﬁm! Airlines amd a
Houston Elks’ Laxdge. "“We were
leaving Friday and, ectncidental-
Iy, we peceived a call TNITI- Me-
lssa right before we lelt,” Whit
tingion said

“Melissn couldn’l say where
she lived, bt we her to tell
us whal school she atbended.”
Whitlinglen said, “That’s all we
neoded.”

Watson, Miller amd Whitting-
ton arrived in Detrolt Friday

likad

Melissa, now 5 years old, was
& kindergarien sisdent at Web-
ster Ebementary School  in
Hazelpark, Mich

““Pur initial plan was to go gt
heer out of school Tussday, but we
forand out Twesdsy mornisg that
she wass'l i\ school, 80 we wenl
in (Edwards) house," Whitling-
ton said.

|Edward's) girlfriend kel us
inside, where we found Melissa
gheeping,”  Whittington  said.
“When Melissa opered her eyes,
shee just kept saying. “Mommy,
you've come 1o gel me” She
didn't even want to gel deessed
she starbid beading oul the deor
inher pajamas."

ducted by ane of their parents

The association
based non-profit organization
ook Watson's case in labe Au

Monday might,
courl recerds 1o the Detroit Po-
lice Depariment
Walson Fad legal costody of Me- home.

showing 1kt beaded  for

they presented Tuesday afternoon, Melisss
asd her motker, finally reanited,
\beir  Galvesion
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