osing achild to kidnappers
' ig one of the greatest fears
# for a parcnt. Although
Lt most of us fret about
strungers aking our child, in
reality the majerity of abduc-
- tions are commutted by a
family member. Meel two
mothers whose lives fell




‘God helped me find my son when the goverﬁrﬁent couldn't’

Amber Ibarra, 22, Dickson, Tenn.

Dylan, 4, was taken July 22, 2007, and found Sept. 11, 2008

verything happened so Fast, T felt
E like | was hit by an 18-wheeler,

Irving and | were high school
sweethearts who marned too young. We
had recently separated, and 1 thought we
were on frendly terms. Dhlan, our
2-year-old son, lived with me, and Irving
took him after church on Sunday until
Tuesday morning, But one Monday,
Irving called and started cursing at me. 1
knew he was upset that our rlationship
was over, but he'd never used kinguage
like thar before, and it scared me 1 called
Dylan’s day cure and [ound out Dylan
had not shown up that day.

Right away 1 contacted the police, but
they told me that because we were still
martied, Irving could take Dwlan any-
whete he wanted and he wouldn't he
breaking any laws. The next morning, |
went 1o the town court to gete;
custody, but it was too fate—

faith and fight for Dylan’s sake. 1pl

Irving and Dyvlan were already gone, %
[rving’s whole family moved hack
to Mexico within two wezks, =0 | had a
sond 1dea where Dhian wag [ con-
ticted the National Center for Missing
& Exploited Children, the Tennessee
Burean of [nvestigation and the State
Dlepartment, but after several months, all
they could do for me was arrangs a court
datein Mexico for the next vear. Following
any lead, lopened every door io get Dylan
back, but it felt like each one slammed m
iy face. I was left to fight for my sonalone
And if Irving didn’t show up, the hearing
wonld just be posiponad another year.
Irving took the most mportant thing
in-my life from me. As o hospice nurse, 1
know what dying fooks like. T was only
20, but | was so depressed T felt my body
shutting down. Physically T was & mess,
| began stuttering. [didn't want 1o live,
But I knew I needed to hang onto my
dnned
a bake sale in front of Walmart to raise
money 1o Ay to Mexico, and [ prayed to
God to send someone my way. The next
day | hesrd about Mark Miller, founder
of the Amencan Association for
Lost Childrer, and how he helped
parents in my situation for free
I called him immediately, and
from then on, he called daily 1o
offer tips, strategize or just pray
with me. He gave me hope
that [ would find my son,
Mark also helped

me compare an old

_—

satellite mages on Croogh o pirn-
point Irving’s house. Mark and [ then flew
o Mexico and were miraculously geated
on the planc next to a Megican govern-
mient oflicial. When he heard my story, he
put us in touch with the police in Irvings
town. They didnt have to abide by my
Amenican custody papers, but they chose
to. They told Irving’s family, “We know
he’s here, so either bring him tomormow or
gveryone gocs to prison for 20 years ™

My heart skipped 10 beats when the
car finally pulled up with Dyvlan nside,
Weuld he remember me? Would he want
to stay with his daddy? | nshed mto the
affice. and thers he wag I held him and
started erying, Do you know who Tam?”
I asked, “Yeuh, you're my mommy,™” he
replied. “What took you so long?” Then
e started to cry,

On the drive back over the border,
Trving callad o apologize. 1 didn’t know
what to say. He knows he made & mis-
take, and he still calls to say so every day.
Dylan tiedn’t want to talk to him ar first,
but he misses his daddy, and I've forgiven
him, We'te even planning o supervised
visit to Mexico, The police know we're
coming. | might not trust Invdng, but T
have complete trust in God,




EZ happened to me

‘I have my babies
back, but | worry
about their

emotional scars’

Nicole Gantt, 26, Albary, N.Y.
ory Ir, B, and Natalya, 4, were
taken July 23, 2008, and returned
Sept. 23, 2008

n that July moming when [left Ivory
Jr., who was 5, and Natalya_ 3, at

day care, Matalya was parbculardy
upset and clingy. “MNo, Mommy, no! Don't
leave me.” | think she had a bad feeling,

When I got a call later, telling me their
father had picked them up, | became anx-
icus and started crving. Ivory, my ex, lived
in Georgia, and he never just showed up
without m‘.-rtmlulliml.lu._'_. 1 called the prolive
immediately, and the first thing they asked
was 1f | had custody papers. No, | told
thern, but [ was their primary guardian.
Tvory hadn't seen his kids in months—he
didn't even pay child support. As the police
explained why he hadn't broken any laws, a
piece of me was stll expecting my kids 1o
walk in the door and end my nightmare,
But as the hours passed, the unbelisvable
fear in my mind became more real: He
took my kids, They must be halfway 1o
Crearpia by now,

Before the next day was through. T had
secured full custody and suspended Tvory's
rights to the Kids 1 called his cell phone
and told him he had to bring the kids back,
but he just replied, “Talk to my lawyver.™ 1
was sobbing so hard T could barely speak,
Ivory™s futher is & retired police captain. Tt
crocurred to me thal i Tvory wanted Lo hide
my kids, I might never find them.

Dharing the next monch it slowly dawned
on me that neither the FBI nor the police
WETE Q;fﬁng to et my kids hack, Tvory did
let them talk to me a few times, bul Thad 1o

oo along with his story that they were on an
extended field trip—I didn't want to scare
thern, Natalva, who hadot even finished
weaning at that point, didn’t understand
why [ wouldn’t come for her. Shed ory,
“Mommy, Memmy, [ wanl you to pick us
up now, T wonld reassore her, “Mommy's
going to get you,” but later I'd break down
crving becawse I wasn't coming—1 was Jet-
ting her down, Once after my son begped
Ivory to tell me where they were, Ivory gave
me an address in Georgia. 1 drove all the
waty down with my mother, only 1o find out
when I got there that they hadn’t been there
i weeks, Ivory stopped letting the kads call
aller that,

I was at my wit’s end. Then my cousin
heard a rews report about the American
Assogiation for Lost Children. The AAFLC
helped o8 pet orgamzed, making sure
Ivory's eriminal case showed up all over
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the country and preparing us so we'd be
ready to follow any clues. Finally, the kids®
school received a cell requesting  their
records. We traced the fax number, and it
turnied up at an address in Florida that
didn’t show up on any map

Mark Miller from the AAFLC traveled
with me te Flonda and gathered local vol
unteers o help us find the remote property.
I remember the moment 1 mecognized
Ivory's truck, thinking, I'm actually going
1o see my babies! But when we went to the
local police, they couldn’t find the case in
their system, And even though the Albany
pohce confirmed it over the phone, 1t was a
Sunclay nighl, and we were Lald we had w
20 back to court the following day. 1 felt
my kids slipping through my [ngers, just
like they did in Georsa. We waited the lon-
gest mne hours of noy hife on Monday until
the judge finally issued an order allowing

SCOTT IONES
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lﬁit happened to me

reunited with my kids in the back of a
squad car an hour later. Ivory Jr. was

smiling car to car, but Natalva kept
| hitling me before she realized who 1
was. Then shz just wanted me to hold
her tight. I couldn’t stop erving. 11 was
like giving birth all over again.

I understznd that Ivory wants to
be in their lives, but 1 don’t trust lum
1o be alone with the kids again, We
had an order of protection, but
| Ivory finally got supervised visita-
tion. Tvory It sees those months
down South as an adventure, and he
wants his dad to visit. Natalva is
more traumatized, She’s still scared
to be away from me at all, and she

the police to take the kids by any means
necessary. At O that night, six cops with
their guns drawn surrounded the house.
Since there was no warrant for Ivory in

HELPING TC REUNITE FAMILIES

cries and hits a lot now. A psycholo-

gist said she's angry and thinks mayhe
her mommy didn’t love her during that
time, I want to make surc ncitfﬁ_ﬂf my
Kids ever guestions my love again.

.

MARK R. MILLER, rounper
OF THE AMERICAN ASSOCIATION FOR LOST
ORG)

Miller weas instrurnenial in hedping Amber and Ricoke recoer

CHILDREN (800-375-5683, AAFLC

their children, Hz wams that establishing custody

is essential, but \

it doesn't always siop an ex from kidnapping a child. *In mos? of —

the cases 've wiorked on, the abducor tases the

chilel cut of spite durng

wisitztion rights,” says Miller, whese nonprofit—which cperates on donations and doesn't
charge parerts—has reunited more than 160 abducted chidren with their families. He
e ol s mfegmm el gs inmedigie action in the event of an abduction.

- Flan ahead
If you think your child's father is capable
of abduction, follow these guidelines.

@ Kzep your ears and eves open. Wit
dawn the make, model and license plate of
yoLr ex's car, and note any few Names you
hear yeur kics mention. The children might
be a valuable source of information.

£ Retain your i1-laws’ contact infarmation,
Stay o good terms with tham in case you
ever need their hep.

&) Hold on to impartant documents. if your
&% {5 3 forelgn national, <eep wour childs
passnort znd birth certificate. That won't
necessarily prevent your ex from taking your
child out of the country, but i does make it
more difficuli.

O Treard lightly, Miost abedirtions happen
out of spite, Mairain a civil atmasphere to
minimize animosity:
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= If the unthinkable happens
Act quickly and cover your bases.

& Cal the polce as soon as you suspect
arwthing,

3 File a missing-child raport.

& If you think your child is beirg taken
out of the courttry, contact the U5, State
Dapartment immediately. Visit travel
state gowifamilyahduction/esounces!
rasources_550 html,

€ If you don't already have custody of
wolr children, file for eme gendy custody
2t your kecal family court,

B If you're close with your ex's farnily,
reach oul But refize that they miglht
S WIth your ex.

@ If you have no luck with the
sutharies or f your child has been taken
aut of the countrg contact the Amorican
Association for Lest Children {aaflcong).

Florida, he wasn't arrested. But 1 was
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