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Texas k|ds tracked to Live Oak

‘I've been in Santa Cruz for
two days. I'm ready togo. =
I'm ready to take my
children to my family.’

Mother remains in jail;
kids in foster home

By DOMNMA KIMURS

SANTA

AAE

The reunion between Patrick Mooney, 27, and his
children was delaved Thursday as Santa Cruz County
officials sorted through the matier

The children were placed in a foster home Vednes

day after sheriil's deputies arrested 24-year-cld moth
er Gina Hurt in Live Oak for interfering with a custo
dy order

The custody hattle has crossed two state lines and
involved a highly publicized group that searches for
abducted children

Mooney, along with Mark Miller, founder of the
B pro l‘l! American Association for Lost Children
met with county Child Protective Services olficials to

arr.mw- a rr-un.r-l-.

“1 got all kinds of copies of me getting custody of the
children,” Mooney said. “T'll show it to them then
maybe thev'll re'ease the children.™

Miller's groap found Hurt and bher children living in
a quict Live Oak neighborhood

Texas officials say they will extradite her from San-
ta Cruz if she refuses to return voluntarily o Potber
County to a felony charge of interfering with a
ehild custody order.

She is sccused of taking Jake Mooney, 5, and Britt-
ney Mooney, 4. from :.'-ll:I:I'ﬂF"S'

lexas courts awarded custody of the children to

siheir father, and Mooney said that Hurt had never
Tpsed the visitation rights the court had granted her.
I He had hoped (o sse them on Thursday, but sakd the
reundon was delayed because officials were sqill sort
ing through the matter
*I"ve been in Santa Cruz for two days,” he said. “I'm
ready fo go. I'm ready to take my children to my
+ Enmily.™
: Mooney sakd the
o™ love you.”
= Potter County District Anorney Danny Hill sald
Texas officials will take Hurt back to Texas to (ry her
on the [Elony charge.
# Hill sald a warrant was issued for Hurt in Septem-
ber 1980,

face

rat thing he will tell his children

American Association For Lost Children
539 Fred Rogers Dr.
Latrobe, PA 15651
(724) 537-6970

1-800-375-5683

Missing

e

— Patrick Mooney

By DONNA KIMURA
Sentinel stafl vriter

SANTA CRUZ Mark Miller has
found abducted children in Detrait, Se
attle, Bakersfleld, and now Santa Cruz.

The Pennsylvania native follows pa-
per trails, makes phone calls, and trav.
els the country to find a missing child.

Flacing a picture of a little girl or boy
on a poster or milk carton isn't
for 32-year-old Miller

“Somaebody needs to ook for these
children,” he said Thursday. “You keep
getting Miers in the mail about them,
but no one's looking for them.™

Inffour years, Miller and his Houston-
based American Association for Lost
ChiMren have found nearly 50 missing

‘I just persevere, I
just believe I'll get
more leads.’

— Mark Miller,
child finder

children

The 48th and 49th children found by
Miller were discoversd Wednesday af-
ternoon living in Live Oal.

Jake Mooney, 5, and Brittney Moo

ney, 4, were living with their mother,

Gina Hurt, who lefl Toxas with the chil-

- 2 A Shrraml Thaler el photos
Mark Miller was a stockbroker until a religious conversion changed his life.

Child tracker ‘wanted to

dren. The children's father, Patrick
Mooney, was granted custody of the
children, bat Huart took them from him
more than a vear ago, authorities sabd

Miller folbowed lesds that treced Hurt
to an Oklahoma ¢ty and then to Sants
Cruz.

“Rumor had it she went west,” he
sabd. wearing a shirt with the associs-
Hon's loge emblazoned on the front

A borneagain Christian, Miller sadd
he founded the organization at a time
whin there was & void in his life

"1 was mostly doing stufl for mysell™
hit zaid. ~'1 wanted 1o help others.™

When the search for a missing child
bevomes he zald he reads
the Bible and keeps working.

=1 just porsevere Ium!ﬂhwm pet

nelp others’

more lesds
Other apencies serve aa PesoUrts oen
ters, distributing information sbout

Miller smid he is mol a meverick,
*uﬁwmmhm
‘We work within the
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