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Missing for more than 8 vears

HOLUSTON -

An eighi-and-one half
year odyssey ended Nov. |7 when Ms
Marha Goriva, 36, was united with her
Ul-year old dasghter. Katherine Melissa
Lara, &t the Harris County Detention
Cenber, 3530 W, Dallas

ini thie wake of the traumatic reunion,
teary-eyed Ms Goriva announoed, = After
eight years we will have Thanksgiving
Thank God! We also haven't had Chnst
mas in eight wears, ban | continued o live
with hope | would see my daughber
afain "

Motker, daughier and grandmother,
Mrs. Violets Goriva, departed from Hous-
tom at ihe expense of Cantinental Airlines
on Mov. 15 for home in Our Lady of Mt
rariah in Mew Brunswick, N.J. As
“Thie lights will be on
again &1 the Goriva home.”

The mother-dsughler reunson began

Reunion of mother and daughter
in Houston brightens the holidays

Mow. 17, 82 9 am, im 310N (Family) Dis-
trict Court, with The Honosable Allen J
Daggeit, presiding padge. Listening to tes-
timonies from Ms. Goriva, Melisss, and
her paternal aued and uscls, Judge
Diaggett raled in fav of M, Goniva, giv
irgt her legal custedy of ber daughier. Ms
Goriva's legal counselor was Aftormey-at-
Law Pamela B Julian, who represemied
the mether witkuu fees
Alss istrumentsl in the mother-daugh-
leer o wns Mark K. Milber, founder of
1 Association for Lost Chil
Award reci-
| held back my

Amer
dren and a 1080 Jelferse

piend. Hie had this b0 sy

bears. §1eked 1 b the stronger cne, To be
asied by God is just wonderful. | believe
everybody should be laving and caring for
one another.”

Miller addid, “This is the longes! mis
sing chald we have found in the two-year
existence of the association,”

Thee missing years of Meliszy was anli-
climactic to the stormy relaticnship be
tween Erwing Lara, M, and Ms. Goriva,
sy resumed her maiden name following
thee divoroe Mow, 17, 1982, Migrating from
South Anserica in 1969, Ms. Goriva be
canye an American <itizen in 1980 “He
carme (rom Gualemala asd never became

2 citizen,” she said ns ears dried on her
ks,

She painstakingly recalled, * met him
in Jetn Jay High School in Brooklys, N.Y.
| sed o hate ham in high school and |
ended up his girfriend. | couldn’t stand
him; he was always hamging ouf. 1
gradusted in June, 1974, Thanks to ms he
wraduated also,

“Hee mistreated me before we married,”
she ¢ d her pasnful rbes. "1
was cracy 1o marey him. | was crazy and
stupid o marey him, He was jealous and
CTREy.”

M=, Gariva apenly admitied, “Marmage
wan the only way fo gel out of ther par-
eril” heouse] the house.”

So. the couple exchanged marmage
vaws in 51 Michael's Chisrch in Brooklys
on Aug 4. 1974, Lara worked a5 a

See MELISSA, Page 1.

14

TERAS CATHOLIC HERALD

Wins legal custody at hearing

Melissa: home
to N.J. for
Thanksgiving

w Continmed from Fage 1.

machinis! and she was 3 homemaker in a
renbed hosse

A month affer she was marreed, Ms
wa's parests moved 1o Houston for
er emplayment. The family included
wresits and a younger sister and

Drunk or sober, Ms. Gogiva disc

Ber  husk ntinunasly yaically
abused In the after
bestings' she sought refuge twice wiih
b pa

The @

back
Brsnswick. M.

adelisss was born Aug. I8, II7H, in a
Mew Jersey | Mu. Goriva e
parted Shee gu her Tarst arvd enly
child by Cesarean section, *1 had compli
eatinns wilh her binh,” sy recalled, “and
was in the kospital 13 days. | came 0wt o
he Rospital on Sepl. 13 The day | came
¢ of ih# hospital he wend to see has
riend.”

She cantinued 1o relate ber rurbulent
life whik Lara, “Cne ghi b wanbed B g
with his brothers 1o a game | amnounced 1
ward (o go and he oenmanded, Mo you
stay in the house imstesd | weel [0 my
munher's howse, "

M. Cosriva interjected “Hie always pul
fin family and friemds hedore me anid his
dwughter.” 2

and the physscal abuse enetinueed. "1
couldn’t handle ir.” shisaid. “He 1ieatedl
me like dirt. | stopped havimg & Felabion
whap with him b e pliysscal abuse gl

ar
i rrhn- marruage soured and she el (oot @
divoros in Mov. 1. 1980 “Melinia a!nril
wlayed wilh my maAber (hree un-rht. aher
diachoasd. "My lawyer wrote him a begier

g 4
IV

Reunion of these generotinm fock ploce M 7. in Houwon, when ey Violess Goriva, grond

mithar | W Kother ine Melinsn Lora, 1

dn@huﬁdwwuuuw:wdm Whanr by hecarioves,

matker, bllraing Diatrich hudge Allen |, Daggett's deginion, owarding Mi. Gorrm legal oussody

of Maliag, who win mining moee than eaght peor

and sated | needed The house. 5o, e ol
everyihing bul the hed to his [t
henise. Sk iook wp Bousekerping in the
rented home wit 1 yrng daughter and
eer matermal uncle, Albert it
Her husbaml was nerdbened by The o A8 10
pay her $15 a week child suppon and
rigghis bo wisit ihe bty *1 was gel
i make it on 315
whe said. “Thal s
college

Erame
tang wellare and | oo
child suppoet from h

when | decided b0 g0 (2] :
Jeruey City State Colflege in Jeruey Lty

She conmmubed from PMew Frunswick b
Jersey City by bus, & Mk mimute trip. “The

quietly wepd “1 was going v il Eymedd,”

The: s bt Momation bor bome Mo, 18

state paid (b tuitson and | anended ol
lege three years, siudying liberals arts ¥

The divirce proceedings lingered on
and on, "hecauss he was working i B
enaack. N1 and living with his mother
n Queens, N.Y." However, he faithfully
picked Mebsaa up Friday evenings and re
nurned her bo hir mother Mosday mom
ings

The visiation rights were violabed. “0n
Easter Sunday in April, 1981, he came by
the Bouse and anmounced, T Isking
Melinsa b0 @ bartbsday party. | will come
hack later That Monday | waited ot (he
window, Wl They dideT come” She

she openly confessed. 1 called his howse,
work, Mol & cand, letter or pacture i all
those years.”

Sandwiched between visitations to law
enforcement agencies and filing a missing
child report with the local police and FBI
(Federal Bureau of Ievestigation), Ma,
Goriva reorived & threstendng betler from
beer estranged spouse. <1 you ever touch
ey daughter | will kil you.™

Ins 1983 Ms Goriva moved in with her
jparents. "1 quit colbege the same year and
wemd to work i a bank o get aff welfare,”
sk disclosed.

She werd onc 1 searched for my dasgh-
ter in Mew York, bat he took her o
Guatemala. His famsily sold their home in
Queens arsd moved to Houston.

Althousgh Melisss was recorded by
computer in lvw enforcement agencies
missing persons files. i was Melissa's er-
ratic public school records (hat promgled
a counselor's suspicion. The schood
counselor, in hern, natified the Texas De-
partmesd of Pablic Safely im Austin,
which challenged the dats through the
Missing Perusns Cleanng House and the
New bersey Siate Police. DPPS notified
Miller of the Anserican Association for
Lost Children Mow. 10; the New Jersey
Saabe Police notified Ms, Goriva im
meediately of their Nisdings and Miller
“The mother was awanded custody of
Melissa.” Miller explained. Interiermng
with a child's castody has been a federal
offenss since 1984, Law  enloroement
agencies had o warrant for Lan's smest

Miclinsa’ s mother and grandmother few
o Mosaston Mov. 12 and wene the paests of
Amrrscan Association for Lost Children

Thirouigh her tears Ms. Goriva declared,
“This is & eeew lile for me. My dsughter is
going foshe with me and | have & resson o
live ” She vehemently dischosed. *) will
EVET FEmATTY "

Wi Gasriva wided. 1 will enroll Ml
i i Byl s wachd Bk o wnsd | heope
10 resure Ay coliege shedies ™

Paradoxically, WMa Goriva's diveros
was granged Mow. 17, 1952 ending &
sicrmy marnage and she resomed begal
curstedy of heee damghier, Melissa, Mow, 17,
L]

Imtereated persens com malse Tarde
i tible rondnibulions o Amerioe
wrratinn for Lost Childees, PO, Bax
AP PS5, Heusten, Tenas FT240




