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Returned Son Answers D

David Maull
STAFF REPOSTER

The phone call Karl Gude
waited 14 months for came at
6 p.m. last Monday.

The voice on the other end
told Gude his five-year-old
son, Eric, had been found in
Galveston, Texas and child's
mother, Marilyn Teresa
Leguy, 39, had been taken
into custody on child abduc-
tion charges.

A little more than 24 hours
later, Eric was catching frogs,
soaring into the air on a swing
and chasing the family dogs in
the back yard of Gude's
Clarksville home.,

“I've thought aboul this day for 14
months,” said Gede, who flew 1o
Galvesion with kis wile, Anne, last
Tueesday 10 pick op Enc. The o
retumed home at about 1:30 am.
Werkeatay

Gude had not seen his son since
Jume 1992, when Leguy fled the
state with the child, violatung a
family court order grang Gude par-
tial custody. During Leguy's ab-
sence, the count granted Cude emer-
gency castody of Lhe child,

Leguy, a hairdresser, s the former
operator of Marilyn's Magic Shears
on Route 26 in Millville.

‘Answer To Our Prayers'
Police arrested Leguy afler a
neighbor answered a full-page ad
placed in a Galvesion newspaper by
the American Associaton for Lost

Chaldren.

“They were ihe answer o our
prayers,” Gude said of the associa-
tion, which located Leguy late
Monday afiermoon and called police

L]

She was released from Galvesion
County Jail afier posting 32,000
o,

Eric was hebd by foster care offi
cials following the arrest and walked
1o his father on the phone Monday
night.

After a Might to Texas and 20

minutes of paperwork, Gude had
custody of Enc carly Teesday after-
noon. [ couldnt believe the paper-
work wenl that casy.”

Cude sand Eric 18 in good health
Bt has walked lictle abouwt ihe
events of the pasl year,

“I'm swarung o gt bils and picoes
from him mow ™ ke sasd, noting the
child may nol anderseand what has
happensd. “He just knows he's with
il

where, He's streel wise now

"These children
are the ones who
truly suffer. What
was Eric really
told about his
father?"

... Deborah Hill
AALC

Eric will be enrolled at Lord Bal-
timore Elementary school this fall
and Gude hopes w pat the child
back om a normal schedule,

Haole In Our Life'

(rinde was mod sure whai Enc had
been iold daring his year on the nan
st ot hee haed been treased well

“There was a hole in our life thai

~ couldnt be filbed by anything,” said

Anne Gude. "Now we'll begin our
norenal life, bopefully. I'm relieved
that it's over

it could be two or three months
before Eric geis used o living a
normal life. He will probably ask
questions about his maother and re
quest 1o see her, she added.
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ad's Prayer

REUMITED AT LAST — Karl and Anne Gude of Clarksville
have had their prayers anmrgr.l_ as they found young E,rlc_ln

Texas -

Karl Gude spent part of the
afternoon going from store to
store in Clarkesville happily res
maving missing-person signs he'd
posted a vear ago. Though ke
hadn't hnd more than five hours
aleep in the last 24 hours, he

never tired of picking up and hug.
ging his son
But the return of his child does
ned mean the end of Gude's of
forts to inform people about miss
hildrss

American Association For Lost Children

Mark Miller, founder of he
Houston-based American Associs-
gon for Lost Children, said the
ncwspaper ad offered a $999 rewand
for information leading 1o Leguy's
mrrest, A lip was received within
Ieurrs off publication.

"We acted right away,” said
Miller, who informed Gude of the
p before traveling w Galveston,

Afier arriving a1 Leguy's resi-
dence, & female volunteer went 1o
the: fromt door with & picture of &

Josst cat and asked Leguy if she had
seen the animal. The volanleer con-
firmed her identity before Miller
callad police.

By placing the ad, the association
ook a nsk that Leguy would see
the paper and skip wown, said
Miller, whi believes she may have
lived in Florida for a shon tme. -
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the driveway and ouldoor deck of
their home,

Gude left his bed 3 number of
times during the night, each time
logking nto Enc’s bedroom o
convince himself the events of the
past 36 hours had not been a dream,
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