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Catherine Shipp and her daughter, Calida, 6.
The child had been abducted by her father.

| Abduct. ..

(From Page B-1)

Miller Whittington. They
found Calida within five weeks
The breask in the case came after

Whitiington searched Charles
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Kidnapping nightmare
over for Corona parent

By LANITA PACE-HINTON
Thee Press Enterprise

Sleep used o come hard for Cather-
ine Chavez Shipp.

Almost every night for seven months,
the Corona woman would awaken from
her sleep in a panic wondering if her
child was all right

Catherine Shipps estranged hushand,
Charles Shipp, had abducted their §-year-
old daughter, Calida, and fled the state.

She reported the abduction (o several
organiztions and agencies, including the
Riverside County District Aftorney's Of-
fice. On the average, the district attor-
ney's office receives al least one paren-
tal-abduction complaint each day.

But time passed and Calida remained
missing.

“I'd have these nightmares and [I'd
wake up screaming. I'd be wondering
where she was of if she was ick,” sakd
the 35-vear-old mother,

Catherine Shipp sald she resis much
easier since the American Association for
Lost Children reunited her with her
daughter April 21.

"These people have done more for
me than anyone el=e,” she sald of Mark
Miller and Elizabeth Whittington,
founders of the Houston-based child
search organization.

During the past two years, Miller and

=nid Whittington,
Whittington, 35,

Whittington have been credited with re-
covering 19 other children who, like
Calida, were abducted by one of their
parents.

Unlike many other child search orga-
nizations that act as clearinghouses for
information on lost and missing children,
the American Association for Lost Chil-
dren conducts actual searches.

“We get oul there and we do the
dirty work,” said Miller. “We locate them
and then notify the authorities of whers
they are.”

Miller and Whittington tracked Ca-
lida and her father to Kitsap County in
Washington, west of Seattle. Calida, a
petite blonde, had lost weight and missed
a year of school.

Kitsap County Sheriff’s investigators
pickeéd up the girl at her father's resi-
dence and held her until her mother
arrived. Charles Shipp, who was wanted
on a warrant for child abduction. turned
himsell In two davs later. He was re-
leased without bail after promiging o
appear in court.

Catherine and Charles Shipp separat-
od in January 1958 and Calida stayed
with her father. Catherine Shipp said her
former husband earned more money than
she. She believed the girl would be better
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pretty low on the totem pole.” from individuals and Southwest

Airlines, Miller and Whiltington
sell-de- have located children in Califor-

scribed would-be writer, and  nia, Florida, Texas, Washington,

provided for If the father had Shipp's mother’s garbage and

custody.,

Charles Shipp moved [0 cen-
tral California with the girl and
sometimes would not allow her to
$peak or visit with her mother,
According to Catherine. Cathering
Igter petitioned for and was
awarded custody of Calida in Sep-
tember 1988,

*  When she weni fo get her
daughter in Oakhorst, about 50
miles east of Modesto, they were
gone.

"I called everybody.” she
gald. She contacted the Riverside
County District Attorney’s Bureau
of Investigation, the Adam Walsh
Id Resource Center, The Na-
Center for Missing & Ex-

Children and  Find  the
ldren, a Los Angeles hased or
o,

_After about six months, Find

||". wE o b

Children referred her to

found =zome shredded pieces of
carbon paper that had 2 Washing-
ton address on il

Bruce Rouse, a senior district
attorney investigator assigned to
Calida's case, sald he did not have
a clue o the little girl's where-
abouts

“l wasn't even close,” he said,

Rouse said he and another
investigntor handled 272 cases of
parental abduction last year,
While nearly all of the cases are
solved, the time in Which they are
resplved can range anywhere
from a couple of months to sever-
al years,

“These arganizations are
heldpful. A lot of imes they furnish
us with (he leads that break the
case” snld House,

“We realize that the polln‘.'.
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Miller, 30, a former stock broker,
=nid they became involved in
searching for missing children af-
ler they  discovered thal most
miszing children organizations do
not physically look for the chil-
dren.?

“I felt that something more
had to be done than putting up
posters or putting their pictures
on milk cartons,” sald Miller,

Miller, who started the orga-
nization in July 1987 while con-
templating a career change. said
he wanted to do something for
others, \

With the help ul m

Wisconzin, West Virginda and Ar-
kansas, at no expense to the par-
ents who enlist their help

“We are not in it for the
money. 1 know thats hard to be-
lieve in this world full of con
artists and people only concerned
with “me" "

For Catherine Shipp, the
nightmare is over. Bul for the
thousands of parents of missing
children. it continues.

"My heart goes out (D every
melﬂh—pnrems. Il‘s*hﬁ {

American Association For Lost Children
539 Fred Rogers Dr.

Latrobe, PA 15651
(724) 537-6970

1-800-375-5683



