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Boy Hunt Enps
SUCCESSFULLY

By Loulse Cassans

T 2} YEARS OLD, CHRESTIAN
BALADO HAS LOGGED SEV-
- ERAL THOUSAND AIR TRAVEL

MILES AND WAS THE SUBJECT

OF AN ENTERMATIONAL BOY HUNT. But
Christian is back home Living securcly in
Centervach with his father James and bis grand
s, L}mmi:mu

A 15month ordeal drew to a close on Priday
Jan 15, when Jaenes and Chiristian retamed to
Ehar Ulitend States adver a vigilant survaillance by
& non-proft group called The A:ru'r.!.n A

conld mot in 13 montks.

Christian was found living with hs grand-
mother in Bad Kruenach, Germany, in an apart-
rnent Ehat had boen searched st weeks before
b}- Ceprrean authonibios, who found no evidenoe
({ﬂwho__;olhu enother Ebvira, who i alleged
b0 have abducted the child. American and Ger-
rran auithorities bune meued ammost wasmants for
Ehvira, who resnains living in Gereany.

Christian and his erothes were fourd miss-
ing Dec. 17, when Balado returmid home from
work, just 15 days after Elviea retureed from a
sicweck visit to Germany, where she was bom
aned raised. Polisting says inforrration she and
Jamnes: hanve soquined sineoe Chestian’s retam al-
leges that Elvira met a former boyiriend on ber
wisit and wanbed to return o Germany 1o be
with him, but she didn’t wan b b separated
fromn her son.

At no timne during the year Christian was
erassing, savs Balado, did he fear that the child
was in a life-threabening situation or being
abused. Elvira, he says, had never exhibited
such bendencies, but he and Polistina suspecied
neghect due to what Polisting describes as

Ehvira's “preponderance for herself.”

=1 chidr’t thimlk shee wonsld hasrt himm 1 knews
sk was neglocting him — dropping him off 2
pther people's homes,” says the Meyear-old fa-
ther, a rrechuinde, who works at Hi-Tech Auto-
motive in Roskonkoma, wha marmied Ebira
Spuhn in June, 1550

=1 't have ey son and that was all 1
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wanded,” he says, adding that Chris-

| tian, which he pronouandos as “Chiis-
ty-ahn,” appeared nervous al first, but
& happy to be home with him and
Polistina, whe owns The Mail Rooen at
thar Lake in Lake Ronkoskomra. The
child shows soeme fear at being loft
wilh relativis, which Balado attribubes
bo his baeiryg shualfled from o person
b anaithir whin b was with his
enalier in Carmary. He s also very
queiet andd doos not speak much — nod
unusid, Polisting says she bhas
brasmid, for a child who has been kid-
den and is often told o be quict 5o his
whersabouts are not uncovered .

Christian was found through the ef-
forts of the AALC, an organization
dedicabed to linding kst children and
reuniting o with thair loved ones.

‘Thi Houston, Teas-hased assocation
wis started five years ago by Mark
Bllilber, who says =1 was at Be time of
vy life when | necded bo da some-
thing.*

In 1987, by all appearancs, it
soemed that Miller was doing some-
thing and dofng it quite wiell. He made
soeme momiy (... & few thousand,” he
says) as a stockbroker, which he in-
visbid in convenienoe stores and was
reaping a good living from his endeav-
ors. But, as he puts it, “Something was
prissing From my life.” Malker says he
ezan reading the Bible mone and real-
izesd that happincss was in helpang
prophe and senving the Lord. He calls
his reaveakendng a “rebirth.”

He aften read Mors and prodhact
containers that had “Have You Seen
Mo information on missing children
and began to wonder whether any of
tmae chibdrem weere aver fousnd. Miller
clains (hal after doéng some research,
he lesarmsd that the organizations that
ran thisse pds wone not doing any
physical leg, work and believed that
thisy were decsiving people. He de
cilaed 1o start an organization — omg
that woubd take on investigation,
tracking and surveillance — to help

Christian Balado and his lather .lamus ware reunied Ihrough thie harole
work of the American Associatlon lor Last Chilkdren.

Hiequit his jod, prat what momies be
Il inbo his new endeavor and look o
thi stroets selling candy bars bo rabse
fumds Lo et Expenses.

“My family thought | was crazy. [
wasn'l even masried then,” says Miller
whi, .1!34}wrs.nld. & mvew marriod 8o
Carean Fspa.ﬁu BAiller, b vioduns
boners welkh Bimn im his work and acoom-
panied him om the trip o Germany to
find Christian. Akso acoompanying
them vwas Sheila Baldwin and Val
Cunningham, who speaks Cerman
and was, Miller says, the “peal hero™ in
this case because sk wins abke b0 oon-
vinge those under mvestigation that
she wias & national bo gain accoss to the
apartment house where Ebvina’s
grandenctber lives and where they
suspectod Christian was being hidden

The organiczation still razs moniy
through candy sabis, bl mow uses
vending muchings to disperse the
product. Many of the group’s staff
spind a large portion of time fund
ratsing. Donations are key, represent-
ing the group's major sounce of in-
come. Contimental Adrlines conbribubes
adr traved in the continental Umnibed
Stabes and ATC long distanoe phone

donabes its servioms.

The work of AALC has been widely
publicized in the past throe yoears on
tebewision, in print and over natsonal
talk radic. In September of 1992, both
“Insiche Edition” and “CHES &8 Hours”
abed PNF-'II-I]!CI.I it Polisting saw
the showws and suggested to Balado
that thiry contact the group. AALC
agried o bl and emibarkoed on theis
trip Jan. 14, reharmning three days later
with Christian.

“Wie got into the country and got
the joby done,” says Miller, who om-
phusizes that their worlk, though
quichdy dome, was mot easy, having bo
hoamn road signs, navigabe streets o
fimd & quaick mmcape rouhe, locabe pokios
and develop a phoy that woukd ingrati-
ate- thiem with the people they wanted
o oo, Dhsribing, the

wcapade.
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